Practical tips on
Rural Fire Prevention
How the rural ﬁre system works
Fires in rural areas are the responsibility of the person
who lights them. Fire control in rural areas is the
responsibility of rural ﬁre authority.
There are three types of rural ﬁre authorities:
 Territorial authorities e.g. local councils
 Rural Fire Districts (e.g. NZ Defence, forestry
companies or a combination of ﬁre authorities)
 Department of Conservation
These rural ﬁre authorities are mainly concerned with
the control of vegetation ﬁres. They also carry out ﬁre
prevention measures, monitor the ﬁre danger, declare ﬁre
seasons and issue ﬁre permits. This work is co-ordinated
nationally through the National Rural Fire authority
which also promotes ﬁre training, research and cooperation in rural ﬁre management.

Your Canterbury and West Coast Rural Fire Authorities are working with you to protect our rural
resources and communities. Fire prevention is the responsibility of us all. Rural fires can be particularly
devastating, destroying our natural environment, ecosystems, farmland, forests, property and
livelihoods. It’s in all our interests to prevent rural fires. Wild fires can affect us all and many become
large and costly due to late reporting and delayed initial response. To report any fire in a rural area,
dial 111 immediately and give the location and any details. Prompt reporting is the key to preventing
large fires developing. In many cases a commonsense approach can avoid disasters.
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Fire seasons and permits
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Open ﬁre season
Means no ﬁre permit is
needed to light a ﬁre in the
open air in rural areas.
Restricted ﬁre season
Means a ﬁre permit from the
relevant rural ﬁre authority is
required to light a ﬁre in the
open air in rural areas.
Prohibited ﬁre season
Means a total ﬁre ban
and lighting of ﬁres in the
open air is not permitted.

Around the home
Install smoke detectors.
 Maintain a defensible space around the house.
 Store ﬁrewood and ﬂammable materials away from
the house.
 Identify escape routes from the house.
 Keep grass areas mown and short and green where possible.
 Have defensible space or safety zone around your house and
buildings. This involves removing ﬂammable trees and scrub to
create a green break with lawns or low ﬂammability gardens and shrubs
(see illustration right).

On the farm or lifestyle block
 Be aware of the current fire danger.
 Obtain a fire permit, if required, and notify your fire authority of your intention to burn.

Protect what you value

 Obey permit conditions when burning and note weather conditions and the forecast.
 Signpost your property clearly – know your rural property number, where available.
 Keep your rural property number by your telephone.
 Ensure emergency vehicles have clear, easy access to your house and sheds.
 Have adequate water supply for fire fighting with easy access.
 Keep firewood stacked away from the house and keep trees clear of powerlines.
 Maintain distances between sheds, (especially hay barns) vegetation and houses.
 Maintain machinery properly and use with care in dry conditions.
 Remember to check machinery for birds nests.
 Carry fire extinguishers.
 Store fuel and chemicals safely and keep them isolated from other materials.
 Dispose of ash safely in a metal container and use approved incinerators.
 Be especially careful with mowers, hay-making equipment and chainsaws.
 Keep trees clear of power lines
 Carry adequate fire insurance.
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Backcountry users should be self-suﬃcient, carrying personal cooking equipment. Cookers
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 Observe ﬁre restrictions and be aware of the ﬁre danger.
 Campﬁres, barbecues and braziers are open ﬁres and may be restricted or banned depending
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cigarettes.
 Observe fire restrictions and be aware of the fire danger.

 Take care with cigarettes.

Who pays for ﬁres in rural areas?
The costs of ﬁghting ﬁres in rural areas can be passed onto the landowner or the person who
caused the ﬁre, even if they have obtained a ﬁre permit.
It is the responsibility of the local rural ﬁre authority to decide on cost recovery action.
The costs of ﬁghting ﬁres in rural areas passed on to the individual responsible have run into
the $100,000’s. It is important that all landowners assess the risk of a ﬁre starting on their
land and consider – as well as ﬁre insurance on property and plant having both ﬁre ﬁghting
insurance and public liability cover.
Accidental ﬁres can occur and it is prudent for rural landowners to have adequate insurance cover.

Fires cost lives and destroy property
and you may be held responsible!
For
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